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Almost 1 billion people in 70 countries lack sufficient food. And each year, 6 million children die from hunger.  so one of the United Nations' eight Millennium Development Goals is to cut hunger in half by 2015. The long-term goal is to ensure that everyone gets 2,100 calories per day.

In the meantime, there are four challenges: food safety issues, undeveloped supply chains, trade and economic barriers, and environmental and resource management challenges. In the U.S., we lose 2 percent of our yields, but developing countries lose up to 40 percent. And the problem is that food demand is expected to rise, because the global population will be at 9.4 billion in 2050 (a 40 percent increase).

The U.S. role in global food security was established by the Obama Administration in Italy with the "Feed the Future" Initiative. It has galvanized international support for global food security, but this was before the recent run-up in prices.

We have an interconnected global food chain -- which necessitates maintenance/oversight and policy adjustment. To achieve our goals, we will need public and private sector involvement along with increased stakeholder retention and innovative technologies. 

